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March Madness!

Basketball fans should be easy to deal with over the next few weeks, unless of course one of their teams got left out of the "big dance.” I'm talking about
the 64 teams who are invited to participate in the NCAA tournament that begins this weekend. Part of the excitement for teams and fans is waiting to see
whether or not they made it into the tournament and then where they are playing. Those teams whose futures were uncertain were described as being "on the
bubble." Those who didn't make it, well, their bubble "burst" and hopefully they'll find another tournament.

The tournament is typically called "March Madness" as it of course begins this month and creates a lot of chaos and fun for teams, fans, and TV pro-
gramming. Even though | don't follow basketball on a consistent basis, 1 will be interested and excited to see how the teams fare and who among us had the
correct "bracket.”

Another aspect of March madness relates to our church, as we have been going through a difficult budgeting process. Our Finance Board will be present-
ing our 2010-11 Ministry Plan soon and it will include significant reductions in many areas of our budget. It's never easy cutting costs, and many of us under-
stand that on a personal level so that reality will be translated into where we are as a church family.

| appreciate the Finance Board's willingness to close the gap between our budget receipts and operating budget. My hope and prayer is that all of us will
get behind this new fiscal budget with our prayers, support, and giving. This has the potential to create be a very unpleasant experience for us, or we can han-
dle this with grace and a desire to respond to our economic condition with the hope of better days ahead.

One new budget item in this year's budget is called Vision 20/20. It's a relatively small amount, but | wanted you to see that this visioning process will
begin this fiscal year. I will be formulating a Vision 20/20 task force soon which will evaluate, among other things, areas related to our organization, mission,
personnel, facilities, and mission. My goal is to have a team in place who will deal with where our church has been in the past, where we need to be ten years
from now, and develop a plan to get there.

| wanted to add a word of thanks to Cory for coordinating a wonderful Youth Sunday service. Please let him, our youth leadership, and youth know of
your gratitude. Let's keep them encouraged.

The season of Lent has had special meaning for me this year. | have been praying for personal renewal and also for our church family. Let's do our best
to stay faithful in the weeks leading up to Easter. Thank you for service and sweet spirit. See you Sunday!

Your pastor and friend,

Danny
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Wednesday
April 7
Noon Concert
in the Chapel
Allison Steiner

Church Ministry Plan Schedule

March 17: Church budgets available for distribution only
March 24: Budget Presentation and Discussion
March 31: Budget Vote

There will be a special called business meeting on Wednesday, March 31 to
vote on a recommendation from the Finance Board about the approval of the

PAGE 2 2010-11 Church budget.
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- Polly Matthews is
\\‘» collecting crutches for

¢ Haiti. She requested that
they be put on the stage in fellowship
hall, and she will get them to the
Council of Churches who will see
that they get delivered to Haiti.

We all hear the news and try to re-
spond to needs. Haiti will need help
for decades, Chile is receiving relief,
and lack of food and health care kill
personal hope in many poor coun-
tries around the world.

Some from UHBC will go to He-
lena, Arkansas to work with the CBF
in that impoverished county. In our
own neighboring state this pocket of
poverty has been identified where,
because of closing factories over the

years, there simply are no

jobs. Families live from week to
week with no pay, with no hope.

Our special offering for North
American Missions helps to provide
the support for missionaries to areas
like Helena. Missionaries

model Jesus in every aspect of a
community, implementing change

and its resulting hope.
- Mission Board
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Sweet Life Café
Where Women Savor Time With God

Women's Retreat
WHERE: Windermere Conference Center

WHEN: Friday Evening April 30th—Late Afternoon May 1

WHO: Women and Girls Fifth Grade or Older
HOW MUCH: $40 Per Person

WHAT: A Retreat to Connect with One Another & God

Treat yourself! Step into the Sweet Life Café and satisfy your cravings for friends, God, and spiritual
growth. You will stay engaged and feel a sense of belonging as we enjoy a buffet of refreshing group ex-
periences--and reflective alone time with God.

After all the fun, you'll leave with a "sweet" reward and be encouraged and renewed in your relationship
with God and others, and you'll relish knowing that Jesus is the bread of life!

More details of time and how to make reservations will come to you in the near future—but SAVE THE
DATE on your calendars now!
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